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The worst feature of these elections was the descent of the candidates to the level of their electors. A high standard of manners ought to be considered an achievement and not prostituted to the vagaries of a voter. "We are a little gathering," Mr. Baldwin said on one occasion, "of Worcestershire people, here wholly for the benefit of Worcestershire and we do not care " a little tuppence " about people outside. We are going to talk about ourselves/' From a man who did not utter banalities in his own home such language was an example of the asphyxiating effects of democracy on standards of taste. It is as destructive and nauseating as penny journalism. Mr. Baldwin, however, looks on this aspect of democracy as a game. As he admitted in a reminiscence of this Kidderminster election that " from the time the whistle blew to the time the poll was declared there was riotous, rollicking fun,'* There was the old man in the corduroys who sat in the middle of his kitchen in his shirt-sleeves and refused to utter a word. There were the crowds of people who rushed drunk to the poll at 8 o'clock and no one knew which way they had voted* The proper sense of proportion seems always to have been, on the part of the electors; the subject, or rather object, of election required a strong sense of humour to tolerate a process so fantastic. Party politics have broken many powerful personalities, who would have become leaders with other opportunities than the hustings. Mr. Baldwin, is not now enamoured of party politics. He knows them more intimately than he did in those days. He looks back on the old election nevertheless with his usual reverence for the antique.
Protection was the cause of Mr. Baldwin's first defeat, He failed at Kidderminster in the large company of rejected tariff reformers. Of the outsiders who had spoken for him one had been Lord Carson. No oratory however could withstand the cry of "cheap food" and Chinese slavery, and England took the wrong turning at perhaps the most momentous cross-road in her history. Mr, Baldwin's